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Children in Essex get the best start in life
Childcare Nurseries
The Family and Childcare Trust has published a report on the link between staff
pay and the quality of childcare in nurseries in England. The research findings indicate
that there is a strong relationship between pay rates and quality in the early years’
settings, with higher wages associated with higher quality provision.

People in Essex enjoy good health and wellbeing
Satisfaction with the NHS
The King's Fund has published a report on public satisfaction with the NHS. Overall
public satisfaction with the NHS fell by 5 percentage points in 2015 to 60 per cent. At
the same time, dissatisfaction with the service rose by 8 percentage points to 23 per
cent, taking dissatisfaction back to the levels reported between 2011 and 2013.
Dementia Consultation
The National Institute for Health and Care Excellence has opened a consultation on
dementia care. The consultation closes on 7 March 2016.
Lord Carter Review
The Department of Health publishes the final report of the Lord Carter review along
with the formal Government response. The report sets out how non-specialist acute
trusts can reduce unwarranted variation in productivity and efficiency across every
area in the hospital to save the NHS £5 billion each year by 2020 to 2021.
Cancer Drugs
The House of Commons Public Accounts Committee has published a report on the
Cancer Drugs Fund. According to the report, survival rates for cancer patients in
England have generally been worse than those in other high-income countries in
Europe, mainly because patients in England tend to be diagnosed later and have
poorer access to treatment.

NHS Staff Shortfalls
The National Audit Office has published a report on the supply of NHS clinical staff in
England. According to the report, in April 2014 the East of England had a shortfall for
medical and other clinical staff groups of -7.5%.

People have aspirations and achieve their ambitions through
education, training and lifelong learning
School off-site Provision
Ofsted has published a report on schools’ use of off-site alternative provision.
According to the report, schools still need to do more to ensure both the quality of
education and the safety of pupils in alternative provision.
Mental Health in Schools
Place2Be and the National Union of Head Teachers has published research on
mental health services in schools. According to the research, one in five children will
experience a mental health difficulty at least once during their first 11 years, and
many adults with lifetime mental health issues can trace their symptoms back to
childhood.
University and College Numbers
The Universities and Colleges Admission Service has published analysis of
university and college applicant numbers. According to the statistics, 593,720 people
have applied to UK higher education courses in 2016, an increase of 0.2% compared to
the same point last year.
Teacher Training
The National Audit Office has published a report on training new teachers. According
to the report, to date, the overall number of teachers has kept pace with changing
pupil numbers and retention of newly qualified teachers has been stable.

People in Essex live in safe communities and are protected
from harm
Youth Justice
The Ministry of Justice is expected has published the interim report from its youth
justice review. According to the review, since the 2006/07 peak in proven youth
offending the number of young people convicted or cautioned has fallen by 77% and
the number of children entering the youth justice system for the first time is down
81%.

Sustainable economic growth for Essex communities and
businesses

Digital Infrastructure
EEF has published the results of a survey on the importance of digital infrastructure.
According to the survey, the UK risks falling behind competitors on internet capability.
Furthermore, only a fifth of companies believe UK is at forefront of internet
connectivity.
Productivity in Rural Areas
The Department for Communities and Local Government and the Department for
the Environment, Food and Rural Affairs have announced a new Rural Planning
Review. The review will look to reduce regulatory burdens in support of new homes,
jobs and innovation.

People in Essex experience a high quality and sustainable
environment
Smart Meters
The Government has announced it has allowed suppliers to try out different ways of
helping people monitor their energy use with smart meters by trialling alternatives to
the ln Home Display. Smart meters will help people track exactly how much energy
they’re using.
Carbon Capture
The House of Commons Energy and Climate Change Committee has published a
report on carbon capture and storage. According to the report, Meeting the UK’s
climate change commitments will be challenging if we do not apply carbon capture
and storage (CCS) to new gas-fired power stations and to our energy intensive
industries.

People in Essex can live independently and exercise control
over their lives
Benefit Cap
The Department for Work and Pensions publishes statistics on the benefit cap for
November 2015. According to the statistics, since the introduction of the benefit cap
on 15 April 2013 to November 2015 69.9 thousand households had their Housing
Benefit capped.
House Prices
The Liberal Democrats have published the results of research on house prices.
According to the report, average home price will top £1 million.
Legal Costs
The Centre for Policy Studies has published research on legal costs. According to the
research, the remarkable similarity in the rates charged by each of the Magic Circle
law firms suggests a shortage of competition between them
Employment and Support Allowance
Reform has published a report on the reform of Employment and Support Allowance.

According to the report, moving to a single out-of-work allowance is also a key
precursor to a more personalised system focused on what a claimant can do.

Local Government and Devolution
Public Sector Redundancy
HM Treasury has launched a further consultation on limiting public sector exit
payments as part of plans to modernise public sector redundancy rules. The
consultation closes on 3 May 2016.
Rural Bus Services
The Campaign for Better Transport has published a report on rural bus services.
According to the report, since 2010 £78 million has been axed from local authority bus
funding in England and Wales resulting in over 2,400 bus services being reduced,
altered or withdrawn from service. 63 per cent of local authorities in England and
Wales have cut funding for bus services in 2015/16, with 44 per cent reducing or
withdrawing services entirely.
Right to Buy
The House of Commons Communities and Local Government Committee has
published a report on housing associations and the Right to Buy. According to the
report, large numbers of homes sold through the statutory Right to Buy for council
tenants had in a relatively short space of time become rental properties in the private
sector.
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