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Children in Essex get the best start in life
Baseline assessment
The Association of Teachers and Lecturers, the National Union of
Teachers and UCL Institute of Education has published the results of
research on baseline assessment. According to the research, many teachers and
school leaders doubt the use of measuring progress from Reception to Year 6
given the problems of assessing accurately at age four and the variability of
children’s patterns of progress and development.

People in Essex enjoy good health and wellbeing
NHS trusts
The King's Fund has published its latest report on NHS trusts. According to the
report, 53% of trust directors said that quality of care in the local area had
worsened in the past year. Furthermore, it is estimated the NHS trusts’ deficit
at the end of 2015/16 will be £2.3bn.
Life expectancy
Public Health England has published a report on life expectancy. According to
the report, within England as a whole, life expectancy for both sexes at ages 65,
75, 85 and 95 increased between 2013 and 2014. This follows falls in life
expectancy at some older ages between 2011 and 2012.
Mental health in young people
The Department for Education has announced a new £1.5 million fund driven
by young people to help them develop support networks and talk about mental
health, with online advice and workshops to help set them up.

People have aspirations and achieve their ambitions through
education, training and lifelong learning
BT apprenticeships
With 1 month to go until National Apprenticeship Week, BT has announced the
launch of 1,400 new apprenticeship and graduate jobs.
Disability Action Alliance
The Department for Work and Pensions has announced the Disability Action
Alliance is developing a new strategy focusing on its long term sustainability
and more collaborative working.

People in Essex live in safe communities and are protected
from harm
Essex Police rated inadequate at protecting vulnerable people
Her Majesty’s Inspectorate of Constabulary has published reports on police
effectiveness. The report rates Essex Police as inadequate at protecting
vulnerable people, and supporting victims. Furthermore, there are significant
weaknesses in the force’s approach to victims of domestic abuse, its response
to missing and absent children and its preparedness to tackle child sexual
exploitation.
Criminal Justice statistics
The Ministry of Justice publishes quarterly criminal justice statistics.
According to the statistics, the total number of individuals who have been dealt
with formally by the is now at a record low level (period 1970 to September
2015) with 1.69 million individuals dealt with in the 12 months ending
September 2015.

Sustainable economic growth for Essex communities and
businesses
Fast track planning applications
The Department for Communities and Local Government launches a
consultation on processing planning applications. Councils will compete to
process planning applications and be able to offer fast track application
services. The proposals will also increase local choice by giving applicants the
choice of whether to submit their plans to the local council, a competing
council or a government approved organisation that would process
applications up until the decision point. The consultation closes on 15 April.

Abellio Greater Anglia
Which? has published its latest survey of rail passengers. According to the
survey, Abellio Greater Anglia was the third worst performing train operator
with regard to customer satisfaction, with a score of 47%.
Rail franchise
The House of Commons Public Accounts Committee has published a report
on reform of the rail franchising programme. According to the report, the
Department for Transport has not yet shown that it has embraced its role in
providing a strategic lead for the complex rail system.
Employment figures
The Department for Work and Pensions has published the latest
employment figures. According to the figures, there are now a record 31.4
million people in work – up 521,000 compared with this time last year and the
unemployment rate is the lowest in a decade, at 5.1%.

People in Essex experience a high quality and sustainable
environment
EU satellite Sentinel-3A
The UK Space Agency has announced that the UK’s routine access to
important environmental data is set to take a major step forward following
launch of EU satellite Sentinel-3A. The third satellite of Europe’s Copernicus
programme will focus on Earth’s oceans, measuring the temperature, colour
and sea levels.

People in Essex can live independently and exercise control
over their lives
Older drivers
The Institute of Advanced Motorists has published a report on older drivers.
According to the report, 84% of current elderly drivers rated their driving
ability as good to excellent, and 86% rated their confidence as a driver as good
to excellent.
Pensions reform
The Centre for Policy Studies has published a report on pensions reform.
According to the report, Ending NICs relief (and snaring salary sacrifice
schemes in the process) would be the most simple and politically expedient
reform of making necessary savings.

Local Government and Devolution

Local government survey
LGiU publishes the results of its latest state of local government finance survey.
According to the survey, seven out of ten councils say Government’s devolution
proposals need to go further and Nearly 90 per cent of councils have been
forced to increase charges to make ends meet.
Starter Homes
The Local Government Association has published a report on starter homes.
According to the report, discounted starter homes prices will be out of reach
for all people in need of affordable housing in 220 council areas (67 per cent).
Business rates
The Department for Communities and Local Government has published the
forecast of national non-domestic rates to be collected by local authorities in
England. According to the statistics, councils across England are forecasting a
record-breaking £23.5 billion income from business rates next year despite
many small businesses paying no rates at all.
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